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 Brief review

 Test requirement policy

SAT Optional Pilot and Undergraduate Admissions Standards

Objectives



Brief Review
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 Course requirements 

 GPA requirement

 Test requirement

 Special admissions policy

 Transfer and nontraditional applicants

 Exceptions policies

Brief review

Admissions Standards Components
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Brief review

First-Year Applicant Requirements

Courses

N=17

English: 4

Math: 4

Science: 3 (3 lab)

Social Science: 2

Language: 2

Electives: 2

GPA

Weighted

Minimum without 

test scores: 3.00

Minimum with 

test scores: 2.00

Test

SAT or ACT

Sliding scale

Test optional
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Brief Review

Timeline of Test Optional Adoption

AY2020

✓MCLA

✓Westfield

✓Mass Maritime

✓UMass Amherst

AY2019

✓UMass 

Dartmouth

AY2018

✓Fitchburg

✓Framingham

✓Worcester

AY2017

✓Bridgewater

✓MassArt

✓UMass Boston

AY2016

✓UMass Lowell

✓Salem
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MA Test Optional Pilot

Quantitative data Qualitative data

Case Studies

Policy approaches Challenges

Massachusetts Context

Test score trends Test optional pilot

Background on Standardized Tests and Test Optional

Review of literature National trends

Brief review

AY 21-22 Presentations
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 AY21-22 engagement with campus 

personnel

 May 5, 2023: Sent to campuses for review

 May 19, 2023: Close of review period

Test Requirement Policy

Campus Engagement & Feedback
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Test Requirement Policy

Current Policy
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The Board of Higher Education (BHE) hereby amends its admissions 
standards to adopt the following test optional admissions standard for 
the purpose of approving admissions policies at all four-year, 
undergraduate public institutions in the Commonwealth. As described 
in the attached document, The BHE’s test optional admissions standard 
includes, specifically, the following elements:

 Effective for the 2023 application cycle (for Fall 2024 entry and 
beyond), the submission of standardized test scores will not be 
required for first year applicants to be considered eligible for 
admission to Massachusetts State Universities or University of 
Massachusetts institutions;

 Individual institutions may opt-in to requiring standardized test 
scores on a program-by-program basis, following DHE approval; and

 In accordance with the admissions practices of each individual 
institution, students may themselves choose to submit test scores for 
consideration.

Test Requirement Policy

Board Motion – Amended Policy
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Test Requirement Policy

Questions



Appendices
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Appendices

Current Test Policy Sliding Scale
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 If an 

applicant’s 

GPA is 

below 3.0, 

they must 

meet the 

sliding scale 

requirement

Appendices

Sliding Scale Chart


